Tender 15.012/ USAID Freight Tender RFP AC15-0024 Bulk Sorghum for Durban South Africa

Negotiated Procurement 
RFP NO. AID- AC15-0024
Bulk Sorghum with empty bags
Date: February 9, 2015
BKA Logistics, LLC., Wash., D.C. on behalf of the United States Agency For International Development (USAID), Charterer, requests firm offers of U.S. and NON U.S. Flag vessels to transport the following emergency PL-480 TITLE II Cargo(es). The food shipped under this solicitation is provided under the authority of Section 202(a) of The Food For Peace Act. 
Freight offers for this tender must not be submitted through the WBSCM. All freight offers must be submitted to BKA Logistics LLC. as stated in this freight tender herewith below.
Freight offers due: 1100 hrs EST February 17, 2015
Freight offers to remain valid until 1700 hrs EST February 19, 2015
(1) A) Cargo ref. / Quantities: 

Ref no.: AC15-0024 for 5,000 MT min/max plus empty bags to Durban, South Africa
        WBSCM Commodity Solicitation Ref No. 2000003170
B) Cargo: Sorghum in bulk plus empty bags.
- Empty bags to be transported freight free on the same vessel as cargo carried.

- Empty bags delivery: see Proforma Charter Party clause 51 for full details of the requirement.
- Contracted quantities will be on a min/max basis.
- Offerors are encouraged to review other Title II PL480 and USDA FAS cargoes in the market for possible combination with this 
  USAID cargo.
- Any part cargo (es) are subject to charterer's approval and AID. Proforma Charter Party Terms terms.
2) Laydays: March 16-26, 2015
- Owners to provide fourteen (14) days Preadvice of vessel readiness to load.
Preadvice notice must be received at the office of BKA Logistics, LLC., Wash., DC. prior to 11:00 a.m. Wash., DC. time on regular business day to be considered received on that day.  If Preadvice is received later than 11:00 a.m. Wash., DC. time on regular business day or on weekends / holidays, Preadvice notice will be considered received only on next business day.
-- Offers are to provide information on vessel's current position, its ETA load port, vessel's ETA basis discharge port and vessel's warranted service speed.
- Evaluation:  The Government will award contract(s) to the responsible offeror(s) that will provide the best value to the Government.  Best value shall be defined in this procurement as total price of commodity delivered to destination within the best delivery schedule that meets the Government’s requirements.      
3) Load port(s): One to three safe berths(s) each, one to three safe U.S. port(s) including U.S.. Great Lakes ports, applicable to cargo and bags. For offers basis U.S. Great Lakes utilizing feeder vessels, offer is to include name and description of feeder vessels.
4) Discharge port(s): Durban, South Africa or at charterer’s option  Mombasa, Kenya; or at charterer’s option Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; or at charterer’s option Nacala, Mozambique or at charterer’s option Beira, Mozambique or at charterer’s option Maputo, Mozambique or at charterer’s option Fort Dauphin, Madagascar or at charterer’s option Toamasina, Madagascar. USAID shall declare the discharge port(s) option ten (10) days after vessel sails from the load port.
 5) Loading terms: The cargo is to be loaded according to Berth Terms with customary despatch at the average rate as delineated below based on vessel's contracted quantity.  The rates are basis tons of 2,204.6 pounds per Weather Working Day of 24 consecutive hours, Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays excepted, even if used (WWDSSHEX EIU).
Bulk carriers:
Vessel contracted quantity              

 
Loading guarantee
--------------------------               


-----------------

0 - 9,999.99 MT                           

 
4,000 MT per day
10,000 - 19,999.99 MT                     

5,000 MT per day
20,000 - 29,999.99 MT                     

6,000 MT per day
30,000 - 39,999.99 MT                     

7,500 MT per day
40,000 - 49,999.99 MT                    


10,000 MT per day
50,000 MT and above                                   

12,000 MT per day
Tankers:
Vessel contracted quantity              
 loading guarantee
--------------------------              


 -----------------

0 - 9,999.99 MT                           

 
4,000 MT per day
10,000 - 19,999.99 MT                    

 
5,000 MT per day
20,000 - 29,999.99 MT                     

6,000 MT per day
30,000  MT and above                     


7,500 MT per day
Tween-deckers: the load guarantee shall be 3,000 MT per day.
6) Discharging terms: 
- At Durban the cargo is to be discharged under Full Berth Terms, no demurrage/ no despatch/ no detention, with USAID option for owners to have cargo
i)  Bagged and stacked into charterer’s/receiver’s designated warehouses at Bridgeport, 151 South Cross Road, Rossburgh, Durban.
And/or
ii) Bagged and stacked on to receivers’ conveyances at end of bagging line in the port of Durban, South Africa.
-at Mombasa the cargo is to be discharged 
i) Under Full Berth Terms. No demurrage/ no depatch/ no detention with USAID option for owners to have cargo bagged and stacked on to receiver’s conveyances at the end of the bagging line in the port of Mombasa, Kenya.
ii) USAID option Free Out terms
- Cargo to be discharged at the GBHL berth basis Free Out terms with the following applicable discharge rates:
- 9,000 MT per WWDSSHEX EIU for Self trimming bulk carrier.
- 7,000 MT per WWDSSHEX EIU for tweendeckers/ non-self-trimming bulk carriers.
- 3,000 MT per WWDSSHEX EIU for converted container vessels and vessels with part cargo in same hold.
- No tankers permitted
- For cargo discharged at Conventional berth basis Free Out terms the following discharge rate shall apply:
- 600 MT per Working Hatch per WWDSSHEX EIU.
On Free Out terms Master to file the vessel’s Notice of Readiness to discharge to the receiver and or their agent office between 0800 to 1600 hours Mondays through Fridays and laytime shall commence at 0800 hours next working day. Notice of readiness filed on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays shall be deemed tendered and accepted on the next working day.
Time between 1700 hours Fridays or days preceding holidays to 0800 hours on Mondays or days after holidays shall not count as laytime, even if used. Time used for opening /closing of hatch(es) not to count as laytime. Any shifting of vessel due to vessel configuration and or size shall not count as laytime  
- At all other discharge ports discharge to be basis Full Berth Terms no demurrage / no despatch/ no detention with USAID option  to have cargo  bagged and stacked on to receivers’ conveyances at the port of discharge..
7) Owners are to specify in their offer the demurrage/despatch rates applicable for the load port(s) and ii) for discharge on Free Out terms at Mombasa terminal. Despatch rates must be one-half of demurrage rates quoted.  
8) Laytime accounts are to be settled directly between Owners and Commodity Supplier(s) at load port(s) .  Laytime calculation, overtime and trimming to be in accordance to Addendum No. 1 of the North American Export Grain Association, Inc. F.O.B. contract No. 2 (Revised as of May 1, 2000) clauses Nos. 1-10 inclusive, (hereinafter "N.A.E.G.A.") regardless of type of vessel.  
Further, the following modifications to N.A.E.G.A. will apply:  anywhere the word "buyer" appears, the words "vessel Owner" should be substituted in its place.    Under no circumstances shall CCC or USAID be responsible for resolving disputes involving the calculation of laytime or the payment of demurrage or despatch between the vessel Owners and the Commodity Supplier(s).   Any/all disputes between vessel Owners and the Commodity Supplier(s) arising out of this contract relating to the settlement of laytime issues shall be arbitrated in New York subject to the rules of the Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc.  
9) Charterer's option for bagging of cargo at discharge port at Owner's time, risk and expense.
10) When a contract calls for bagging at the discharging port, bagging of cargo is at Owners' time, risk and expense. Owner is to advise Charterer of the method of bagging (hand bagging not permissible), bagging rate and name of bagging contractor prior to fixture.  However, if hand bagging is performed in breach of contract, the bagging rate to be reduced to USD 1.00 per Metric Ton.  Bagging contractor to be subject to Charterer's approval. Bagging subject to USAID's bagging specifications dated July 1989, copies of which are available at BKA Logistics, LLC.
11) Freight charges :
Owner to provide separate rates for:
i) Ocean transportation (including Free Out at GBHL option conventional berth Mombasa).
ii) Bulk discharge (Full Berth Terms) at Durban and the other optional discharge ports
iii)  Bagging services at Durban discharge port basis bagged and stacked into receivers’
        warehouse at Bridgeport, 151 South Cross Road, Rossburgh, Durban.
IV) Bagging services at discharge port Durban basis bagged  and stacked onto receiver’s
 conveyances at end of bagging line in the port of Durban.
V) Bagging services at discharge port basis bagged and stacked onto receivers’ conveyances.(applicable to 
Mombasa, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, Nacala, Mozambique, Beira, Mozambique, Maputo, Mozambique, Fort Dauphin, Madagascar, and Toamasina, Madagascar).
For awards- evaluation will be based upon 5,000 MT Durban discharge with bagging and stacking onto receivers’ conveyance at end of bagging line in the said port of discharge..
12) Vessel type restrictions: Lash/Seabee barges, and towed barges are excluded.  Integrated tug/barge (ITB) units will be considered, Non U.S. flag vessels must not be older than 20 years. Original built date to apply.
13) Restriction on use of vacuvators: Use of vacuvators to discharge Sorghum from either mother vessel to daughter vessel(s) or alternatively from ship to shore is permitted.  However, double handling by vacuvators is not permitted.  Therefore if vessel is lightened by vacuvators, discharge to shore may not be accomplished with vacuvators or vice versa.
14) In-transit fumigation required for these cargoes: see Proforma Charter Party clause 52 for full details.  
15) ISM and ISPS code compliance as per Proforma Charter Party clause 47.
16) Section 408 of the Coast Guard Authorization act of 1998, Public Law 105-383 (46 U.S.C., paragraph 2302(e)), establishes effective January 1, 1999, with respect to non-U.S. flag vessels and operators / owners, that substandard vessels and vessels operated by operators / owners of substandard vessels are prohibited from the carriage of Government impelled (preference) cargo(es) for up to one year after such substandard determination has been published electronically.  As the cargo advertised in this RFP is a Government impelled (preference) cargo, Offeror must warrant that vessel(s) and owner / operator are not disqualified to carry such Government impelled (preference) cargo(es).
17) USAID flag and banner as per Proforma Charter Party clause 22 
18)  Award based on vessel type:  Award(s) under this RFP will be made on the basis of vessel type in accordance with the memorandum of understanding among the United States Department of Agriculture, the United States Department of Transportation, and the United States Agency for International Development regarding procedures for determining vessel service categories for purposes of the cargo preference act, and of best value to the U.S. Government.  
19) Substitution of vessel not permitted without charterer's prior written approval. See Proforma Charter Party clause 24 for details.
20) Carriers shall include all actual and anticipated War Risk insurance premiums in their offered rates.  USAID will only reimburse or pay actual contracted rates.  Owner bears the risk of any increase in War Risk insurance premiums.
21) USAID's revised freight basis and adjustments (U.S.-flag vessels) clause shall apply to this RFP.  The relevant Proforma Charter Party clause is no. 31
22) USAID’s Notice to the Trade dated July 22, 2009 regarding the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and submission of freight proposals in response to P.L. 480 Title II Requests for Proposal is applicable.  A copy of this notice to the trade can be obtained from USAID’s website.
23) In accordance with USAID’s Notice to the Trade dated February 26, 2010, Far clause 52.232-22, Limitation of funds, is hereby incorporated into this RFP and any contract resulting therefrom.
24) Offers must provide the Owner's full style, address, telephone, fax numbers, as well as the names and titles of the corporate officers with direct responsibility for the offer.
25) RFP's and contracts exceeding USD 100,000 are subject to the following (which are hereby incorporated by reference): The Byrd Anti-lobbying Amendment, 31 U.S.C. 1352, (implemented in FAR subpart 3.8 and the clauses at FAR 52.203-11 and 52.203-12).  Each Offeror by submitting its offer certifies it is in compliance with FAR 52.203-11.  A disclosure form, if required, must accompany the offer.
26) The Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) terms and conditions which are hereby made an integral part of any contract resulting from this RFP. See clause 49 of Proforma Charter party.
Offerers must note that they are required to comply with - FAR clause 52.204-7 entitled Central Contractor Registration (CCR). 
Offerors not already registered in CCR may register at the new U.S. Government registration site at www.sam.gov. Offerors already in CCR must make sure the registration is transferred to SAM.  Should offeror not be so registered at time of offer, USAID shall have the right to declare such offer non-responsive. Far clause 52.204-8 entitled Annual Representations and Certifications is also incorporated into this RFP and Proforma Charter Party clause 49 and if such Annual Representations or Certifications are not current at time of offer, USAID shall have the right to declare such offer non-responsive. With regards to the following two FAR clauses, please note certifications required of offeror:
    a. FAR Clauses 52.209.5 (Certification regarding debarment, suspension, proposed debarment, and other responsibility matters (May 1989) and 52.209-6 (protecting the government's interest when subcontracting with contractors debarred, suspended, or proposed for debarment (May 1989)) are hereby incorporated in this procurement.  The offeror shall certify in its offer, to the best of its knowledge and belief, that the offeror and/or any of its principals are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, or declared ineligible for the award of contracts by any Federal agency.
    b. FAR clause 52.219-8 (utilization of Small Business concerns, Small Disadvantaged Business concerns, and Women Owned Small Business concerns) is hereby incorporated in this procurement.  - in order to comply with FAR clause 52.219-8 (utilization of small business concerns, small disadvantaged business concerns and women owned small business concerns), and FAR clauses 52.209-5 and 52.209-6 referenced above, on an annual basis, offerors are required to (1) submit self certification regarding debarment, suspension, proposed debarment, and other responsibility matters, and (2) self-certify their company as either large, small, or small disadvantaged.  Questions regarding size determination to be directed to USAID Office of Small and Disadvantaged business utilization, Contact: Ms Daisy Matthews, telephone:  (202) 712-0512.
Note: the relevant clauses are available on the internet at www.arnet.gov.
27) USAID reserves the right to require vessel owner to post a performance bond.
28) USAID reserves the right to accept without discussion, reject or negotiate proposals.
29) Firm offers to be submitted no later than 1100 hours EST (Washington DC time) on February 17, 2015 in accordance with the clauses  herewith below.
30) For reply by:  1700 hours EST (Washington DC time) February 19, 2015
31) The freight offers must be submitted in accordance with the terms and conditions of this RFP and the USAID vessel load/berth terms discharge Proforma Charter Party applicable to Title II (amended February 2014). The Proforma Charter Party is available upon request from BKA Logistics LLC.
32) Offers must be identified by tender/RFP number(s) and any future communication should also identify same by tender or contract number(s).
33) Offers are to be submitted with Ocean Freight rate to be in U.S. dollars per Metric Ton and must be all inclusive / repeat all inclusive. Offerors should note that premiums for additional load and/or discharge ports will be considered in the evaluation of freight offers in situations where cargoes are likely to be loaded or discharged at more than one port.
34) All offers must be in written format , either by sealed hand delivered letter or by fax offer or by email. Offers to be submitted to BKA Logistics, LLC., 1629 K Street NW.,  Suite 500, Washington DC 20006 , Fax No. 202 331-7735,  
email: mark.millard@bkalogistics.net and rsingh@bkalogistics.net
Offers submitted prior to tender closing time will only be accepted or considered. No phone offers will be accepted.
For further information call BKA Logistics LLC. Washington, DC. 

Tel No. 202-331-7395, Fax No.  202-331 7735 
or email – rsingh@bkalogistics.net  or mark.millard@bkalogistics.net. 

End
