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Purpose 

The purpose of this Request for Information is to collect data from companies operating in the energy 

products and services sector, and, more specifically, in the off-grid productive use sector in Senegal. This 

information shall be used in an inclusive manner to design a concept note to implement a Results-Based 

Financing (RBF) concept for providing grants and technical assistance to eligible businesses that deliver 

scalable business models through the use of solar pumping systems in non-electrified rural areas. This 

prospective grant program will likely target projects expected to be executed over the February 2023-

Januayr 2024 timeframe. 

Deadlines 
Questions: All questions or clarifications regrading this RFI must in writing and submitted in English or 

French to sureprocurement@tetratech.com on August 5, 2022 no later than 5:00pm GMT-4. Questions, 

requests for clarifications and the responses there to, will be published alongside this RFI posting and 

circulated to all those that submitted questions.  

Submission format: Please use the attached Word format questionnaire (Attachment A) to prepare 

responses. 

Closing Date and Time: Interested companies should respond in writing by August 23, 2022 no later than 

5:00pm GMT-4 to sureprocurement@tetratech.com. 

Background 
Senegal has a population of 17 million people, over 50% of whom live in rural areas. The majority of these 

people do not have access to electricity. This is a major disadvantage for a national population with a high 

proportion of young people (about 60% under the age of 30), many of whom are deprived of economic 

opportunities. Women are even more disadvantaged due to their lack of access to financial or professional 

opportunities, including access to productive energy uses. The agricultural sector, which accounted for 

17% of Senegal’s GDP in 2017 (FAO, 2011), is a centerpiece of Senegal’s development policy. Agriculture 

employs 52% of the country’s working population and is their main source of livelihood. In rural areas, 

agriculture is still largely dependent on rainfall, at a time when the sector is suffering from the effects of 

climate change. This has a detrimental impact on the sector where family farms, which produce cash crops 

and subsistence food crops, account for 90% of all activities. At the same time, more and more modern 

farms are being developed to promote entrepreneurship among rural women and youth. However, poor 

access to energy and water, combined with a lack of financing facilities, is limiting opportunities to develop 

the agricultural value chain, and is driving more and more young people to the cities. 

Renewable energies are levers of economic growth since they create new jobs, boost entrepreneurial 

initiative and private investment, and increase the professional opportunities and skills of the local 

workforce. USAID’s main objective in promoting solar pumping solutions is to increase the productivity of 

small-scale farmers, contribute to poverty alleviation, and help diversify farming practices in non-

electrified rural areas.  

mailto:sureprocurement@tetratech.com
mailto:sureprocurement@tetratech.com


 

 

Under the Scaling Up Renewable Energy (SURE) program, the U.S. Agency for International Development 

(USAID) provides grants of up to $150,000 to eligible for-profit businesses offering renewable energy 

products and/or services. In the process, the SURE Senegal program will establish a pool of experts to 

assist companies in areas such as business planning, accounting, financial audits, sales operations, after-

sales services, and budget planning. 

Program Objectives and Approach 
By supporting the development of solar pumping solutions through the RBF concept, USAID is helping the 

Government of Senegal and the private sector promote inclusive agricultural growth in order to enhance 

the livelihoods of women and youth in non-electrified rural areas. The approach also aims to help the 

private sector leverage funding from financial institutions in order to effectively fulfill their role in the 

stimulating both supply and demand for energy products and services that guarantee access to quality 

and affordable energy for off-grid populations. 

The RBF concept is an opportunity for the private sector to gain access to subsidies and technical 

assistance. This approach is based on verifiable targets and results achieved by businesses. These 

achievements must have an impact on the social and economic living conditions of women and youth, 

mainly in rural areas, who are yet to be connected to the power grid.  

To achieve this, SURE Senegal identifies ecosystems with the capacity to absorb demand and scale up 

solar pumps among small producers, both in the areas targeted by SURE Senegal and in those identified 

as priorities under the Universal Access to Electricity Plan. See the appendix for a list of departments.  

This is a crucial step towards a sound understanding of the needs and type of support required to achieve 

the objectives of improved agricultural production and business practices among small-scale producers 

through the use of solar pumps.  

In the medium term, subsidies to eligible businesses through the RBF will help create a vibrant ecosystem 

that can self-regulate the off-grid solar pump market and offer small-scale producers better economic 

opportunities in the sector, especially in the processing, preservation, and marketing of agricultural 

products. 

Expected Results 
Ultimately, the RBF concept shall lead to the following outcomes: 

• Solar pumping business models target small-scale producers in non-electrified rural areas. 

• Company financial results and business models that are able to attract funding and gain support 
from local financial institutions. 

• Small-scale producers have pumping solutions that can help them meet their water needs. 

• Ecosystems integrating solar pumping solutions have reached a higher level of growth and have 
the capacity to replicate them in other local areas. 

• The distribution of solar pumps in the target communities has increased businesses’ revenues by 
85%. 

• Producers in the targeted areas are able to self-employ and/or employ other people.   

• Producers are able to produce a variety of produce and sell it in a market. 



 

 

Annex A: Questionnaire to be completed by companies 
This is a Request for Information and not a Call for Applications. Therefore, the SURE Senegal program shall not make any commitment to 

respondents. Please be aware that answering this questionnaire does not entitle you to any privileges in future calls for proposals for the selection 

of companies to receive grants. The answers and data provided shall be kept highly confidential and shall be protected by SURE Senegal.  

SURE Senegal would like to thank you for your interest and for your participation in this initiative.   

 

 

 

Company Information  

Company name   

Detailed information on the registration 
of the company 

Legal status  

Registration date   

Registration number  

Contact person’s name   

Position  

Address  

Telephone number  

E-mail address  

 

  



 

 

 Company profile  

Current activity   
  
 

Description of the company’s experience 
in providing solar pumping solutions in 
rural areas 
 
(Please include locations, business 
references in non-electrified rural areas, 
with the name of the partner and the 
date when the project in question was 
implemented.) 

 

Company size  
 

 

 

  



 

 

 Detailed information on the proposed activity 

(i) Summary of the business concept 
 

(Please provide a brief description of the 
scale of your solar pumping solutions 
and how they contribute to the activities 
of small-scale producers in the southern 
and eastern parts of Senegal.) 

 

(ii) Geographical focus area and targeted 
market/population 
 
(Please explain how your company’s 
proposed solution provides economic 
opportunities primarily to women and 
youth in southern and eastern Senegal or 
in areas targeted by the Universal Access 
to Electricity Plan.) 

 

(iii) Site selection rationale 
 
(Please provide a rationale for how your 
solution fits into an existing ecosystem 
and how it will boost activities across the 
ecosystem.)  

 

(iv) Problem that proposed solution 
addresses 
 
(250 words)  

 

(v) Description of the business concept 
 
(Please provide a specific description of 
the extent to which the proposed 
business model supports the 

 



 

 

employability of women and youth, and 
the extent to which your model is 
replicable in other locations.)  

(vi) Key risks and mitigation plans 
 
(Please identify two to three constraints 
in scaling up the proposed model and 
explain how you plan to overcome 
them.)  

 

(vii) Human resources  
 
(Please describe the expertise you have 
internally available to address these 
challenges and achieve the proposed 
outcomes.)  

 

(viii) Ecosystem collaboration 
 
(Please explain how you plan to build the 
necessary expertise by leveraging an 
ecosystem to ensure long-term, inclusive 
contribution to your solution.)   

 

(ix) Long-term Vision  
 
(Please describe how your model will 
help address challenges in the supply 
chain and open up new economic 
opportunities for small producers.) 

 

 



 

 

Annex B: List of departments targeted in the Universal Access to 

Electricity Operational Plan. 
  

REGION DEPARTMENT 

1 SAINT-LOUIS 
  

DAGANA 

PODOR 

2 THIES TIVAOUANE 

M’BOUR 

3 KAOLACK GUINGUINEO 

NIORO 

4 DIOURBEL 
  

MBACKE 

BAMBEY 

5 LOUGA 
  
  

LOUGA 

LINGUERE 

KEBEMER 

6 TAMBACOUNDA TAMBACOUNDA 

KOUPENTOUM 

GOUDIRY 

BAKEL 

7 ZIGUINCHOR 
  
  

ZIGUINCHOR 

BIGNONA 

OUSSOUYE 

8 KEDOUGOU KEDOUGOU 

SALEMATA 

SARAYA 

9 KAFFRINE KOUNGHEUL 

BIRKELANE 

MALEM HODDAR 

10 FATICK GOSSAS 

FOUNDIOUGNE 

11 KOLDA MEDINA YORO FOULAH 

VELINGARA 

12 SEDHIOU GOUDOMP 

SEDHIOU 

BOUNKILING 

13 MATAM 
  

RANEROU 

KANEL 

 


