MAY 13, 2013

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION:

EFFECTIVENESS AND EFFICIENCY OF OVERSEAS PRE-POSITIONED FOOD AID COMMODITIES AND WAREHOUSING

The purpose of this Request for Information (RFI) and Market Survey is to gather information from qualified organizations which are able to show a demonstrated capability to provide quantitative evaluation and analysis services.  These services including, but are not limited to, impact and performance evaluations, qualitative research, surveys and data collection, cost analysis, effectiveness, and feasibility studies.  Your responses to this RFI will partially inform the design of the potential evaluative services sought by USAID.  This is a request for information only and your response will not be considered an offer or proposal to the government.  This request for information does not commit the government to pay any costs or expenses incurred during your preparation or submission of a response to this RFI, or to contract for services.
USAID/M/OAA/T requests information about the capability of a contractor to conduct

a study of the effectiveness and efficiency of USAID’s Food For Peace pre-positioning of emergency food aid in overseas locations.

The purpose of the Food for Peace global food aid commodity pre-positioning warehouse program is to decrease the response time for the delivery of emergency food aid commodities to areas requiring food aid.  Traditionally, USAID procured food aid products only after an immediate requirement was identified, resulting in food shipments taking 4 to 6 months to reach the recipient populations.  USAID/ FFP currently operates five overseas pre-position warehouses and a domestic warehouse, enabling the program to advance purchase and pre-position up to 100,000 metric tons of food in strategic locations around the world.  The pre-position warehouses decrease the delivery time of USAID/ FFP responses to emergencies.

Focus of the Study:  Conduct research and analysis, and document an evaluation of the effectiveness of the USAID food aid pre-position program.  This will include an analysis of the flexibilities offered by operating a food aid supply chain which includes the pre-positioning of commodities in strategic locations around the world.  Analyze and evaluate the differences, in effectiveness and efficiency (costs and timeliness), between a food aid program supply chain with and without a pre-positioning mechanism.

Conduct an analysis of ways to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the USAID/ FFP overseas prepositioning program, including an analysis of the use of timely commodity purchases, inventory turnover schedules and ocean vessel/freight diversion decisions.

The government anticipates the study will require one individual utilizing one month of effort.

Interested parties are requested to provide the following information.  In order to be responsive the entity must: 
1.  Be an individual citizen, or an organization, that meets the source and nationality requirements of USAID Geographic code 000.
2.  Be majority owned by individuals who are citizens or lawful permanent residents of the United States or be managed by a governing body, the majority of whom are citizens or lawful permanent residents of the United States.

3. Provide a written response to the following questions: 

● How many evaluations of a similar type has the individual or organization performed over the last 3 years?  Please provide example titles and summaries, or links to documents.   Clearly describe which evaluations were conducted by you or your firm, and which were only supported by the organization. 

● What was the scope of the evaluations (time frame, dollar amount)? 

●  Please provide past performance information for you or your organization, which demonstrates your experience in managing and implementing these or similar analysis and evaluative services. Please include past performance information about two (2) or more activities, including final evaluation reports (if relevant), for services that were performed by your organization. 

State your business size (small or large) with regard to the government small business size standards for this type of report.

Provide any other pertinent information regarding how you or your organization, as the contractor, will approach this analysis.

Your responses will be treated as “confidential” and will not be shared outside the U.S. Government.  Responses shall be no longer than three pages in length.

Disclaimer 
This announcement is not to be construed as a commitment by the U.S. Government to issue any solicitation or ultimately award a contract on the basis of this RFI, or to pay for any information submitted as a result of this request. It should be noted that responding to this RFI will not give any advantage to any organization in any subsequent procurements.  USAID may use any information provided as part of your submission without incurring any obligation. Please note that USAID is not seeking technical or cost proposals at this time.  Do not submit a full proposal. Only the information requested above will be considered. Issuance of this notice does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the Government, nor does it commit the Government to pay for any costs incurred in the preparation of comments. 

STANDARD PROVISION
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION OR SOLICITATION FOR PLANNING PURPOSES (OCT 1997) 

(a) The Government does not intend to award a contract on the basis of this solicitation or to otherwise pay for the information solicited except as an allowable cost under other contracts as provided in subsection 31.205-18, Bid and proposal costs, of the Federal Acquisition Regulation. 

(b) Although “proposal” and “offeror” are used in this Request for Information, your response will be treated as information only. It shall not be used as a proposal. 

(c) This solicitation is issued for the purpose of: information gathering only. 

(End of provision)

Electronic responses are required prior to 1200 local time, Washington, D.C., 24 May 2013.  The

point of contact is Mr. Prince Boateng.  Responses must be submitted via e-mail to: Pboateng@usaid.gov ; pvicinanzo@usaid.gov ; jabood@usaid.gov 

