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NOTICE TO THE TRADE

Vessel Loading Observation (VLO)

December 8, 2017

To:	All Implementing Partners, their Freight Forwarders, Ocean Carriers, Vessel Brokers, and all other Interested Parties

USAID's Office of Acquisition and Assistance, Transportation Division (M/OAA/T), would like to take this opportunity to remind all concerned parties, specifically freight forwarders and ocean carriers, that it is imperative that the VLO contractor, Intertek Testing Services, is notified in a timely fashion to permit the ITS representative to be present for the loading of containers or the vessel.
 
If ITS is not present to document the entire quantity loaded, their documentation is incomplete resulting in potential claims issues. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The VLO Certificate is a required document for Title II freight payments (Booking Note Part II Clause 18(B)(x). If an incomplete VLO Certificate is issued, this could directly impact freight payment to the ocean carrier.

If you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact Ms. Christine Karpinski, e-mail ckarpinski@usaid.gov, telephone 202-567-4642.
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