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NOTICE TO THE TRADE dated May 27, 2016

Packaging Pilot Program
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) are working with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s (MIT) USAID-supported Comprehensive Initiative on Technology Evaluation to identify and pilot new food aid packaging materials. USAID and USDA are working to procure about 1,000 MT of corn soya blend plus, yellow split peas, and sorghum, and to ship these commodities in about a dozen different packaging materials to two foreign ports. These materials include bags with an insect growth regulator applied and bags with airtight properties. The goal of the pilot is to identify and scale the use of cost-effective packaging that reduces spoilage and the need for fumigation in food aid supply chains. Better packaging has the potential to affect what, where, and when food aid is sent, improving operational flexibility and humanitarian outcomes.
USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (FFP), in conjunction with CITE program at MIT, is conducting an evaluation of different bagging technologies designed to greatly reduce the need for fumigation. FFP hopes to gather information on the performance of these technologies inside our supply chain, which can be very demanding, given the long distance they travel and the handling they undergo before reaching beneficiaries. The results of the evaluation will be used to identify specific circumstances where the use of these technologies is justified based on a cost-effectiveness comparison with our standard packaging. We think this evaluation will ensure the quality of our food is at the highest possible level, and will save time and money to ultimately provide more and better service to beneficiaries.
Please contact Ms. Christine Karpinski, e-mail ckarpinski@usaid.gov, or Mr. Bryan Hicks, e-mail rohicks@usaid.gov, for additional information.


